Programme Specification

Middlesex
University
London

1. | Programme title

Doctor of Business Administration (DBA)

2. | Awarding institution

Middlesex University

3a | Teaching institution

Middlesex University

KMU Akademie & Management AG

3b | Language of study

English

4a | Valid intake dates and mode of study

Mode of Study Cohort Delivery Location Duration
Full-time Rolling entry Online Min. 3 years
Max 5 years
Part-time Min. 4 years,
Max. 7 years
4b | Delivery method Online

Distance Education

5. Professional/Statutory/Regulatory body (if applicable)

n/a

6. | Apprenticeship Standard (if applicable)

n/a
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7. Final qualification(s) available

Doctor of Business Administration (DBA/Dr.)
Exit Award: Master of Business Research (MBR)*

*Requirements for the exit awards are specified in the Procedural Guidance for this
programme.

8. Academic year effective from 2026

9. Criteria for admission to the programme

a) Significant professional experience (at senior level; 5 years) and a master’s,
Diplom or Magister degree (300 ECTS) or equivalent obtained from a recognised
domestic or international higher education institution is required.*

b) If English is not the applicant’s first language, test results to prove that their
command of English is at least CEFR reference level C1 (= IELTS 7.0 or higher)
are required as well.

*Recognition of prior research achievements/prior learning may be possible under certain
circumstances. Where applicants wish to have prior learning/research activities considered,
guidance will be provided as part of the application process.

10. Aims of the programme

The DBA Programme aims to enable students to independently undertake original scholarly
work, carry out self-directed research and scholarly engage in depth with issues in areas of
their professional practice. They will be able to identify independently scholarly issues,
critically analyse, develop and synthesise new ideas in order to promote the social, scientific
and/or cultural advancement of a knowledge society in an academic or non-academic
professional context. In particular, the DBA programme aims to equip students with the critical
theoretical knowledge and skills required by successful senior managers in the world of
business today and in the future. By conducting original applied research in their specialist
field, students will contribute to theory and practice in business and management, develop
their subject and methodological expertise in the field of research, and further their careers.

11. | Programme learning outcomes

The expected learning outcomes of the DBA Programme are in line with the qualification
descriptors for level 8 awards as defined in the European Qualification Frameworks' (and
therefore the UK qualification framework) for higher education. This programme is in line with
the Qualification Characteristics Statement for doctoral degrees in the UK.
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Thttps://europass.europa.eu/en/europass-digital-tools/european-qualifications-framework

12. Teaching/learning methods

Research programme, no taught modules.

Research training in phase 1 is compulsory. Research training content is provided in the
form of recorded lectures and written materials.

Students are supported by their supervisors throughout their research project.
Information on support for students can be found in the programme handbook.

Approx. number of timetabled hours per week (at each level of study, FT: 0 PT: 0
as appropriate), including on-campus and online hours

Approx. number of hours of independent study per week (at each FT: 40 PT: 20
level of study, as appropriate)

Approx. number of hours on placement (including placement, work- |[FT: n/a PT:n/a
based learning or year abroad, as appropriate).

13. Employability

13a Development of graduate competencies

The research programme includes both mandatory and optional training tailored to individual
needs, helping students build essential research skills for their research project.

The DBA programme combines the academic rigour of a PhD programme with the practical
application to address complex problems in business and management. Through intensive
research of current literature in their field of research they enhance their specialist
knowledge within their discipline. By applying appropriate research methods, they will
strengthen their analytical skills and critical thinking. By applying the knowledge, they have
acquired and using modern methods and tools in their research projects, they develop problem-
solving skills in relation to practical issues in their professional environment. They create new
knowledge, reflect their work, evaluate the impact of their work to practice and science taking into
account ethical aspects.

Students communicate their research findings to the academic community but also to non-
academics.

Students learn to plan, manage and deliver projects.

13b Employability development

Students on this DBA programme are generally employed and normally hold management
positions. By completing the DBA programme, they strengthen their expertise in their field of
research, expand their specialist knowledge and contribute to solving practical problems. This
enables them to strengthen both their academic and professional careers. Research exchange
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events facilitate networking and raise the students’ profile in their field. Through practical research
projects, students can expand their contacts in their professional environment, strengthen their
position in their own company and advance their career.

13c Placement and work experience opportunities (if applicable)

n/a

13d Future careers / progression

The DBA programme has been designed to provide graduates with a strong foundation for
further career development in their organisations and professions. Graduates are likely to
continue in their current organisational roles, move up the career ladder in their current
organisations, or move on to more senior and challenging positions in other organisations.
KMU Akademie can support its graduates’ career development through links with collaborative
partners and its network of relevant organisations, including its own alumni organisation.

14. Assessment methods

Students must demonstrate sufficient progress at specified checkpoints. The specified papers
must be submitted for assessment by the appropriate panel. An oral presentation and a viva
voce is required for the review of the Proposed Programme of Research and the final
assessment. Requirements for each assignment/milestone and possible outcomes are
specified in the programme regulations and in the programme handbook.

15. Programme Structure (level of study, modules, credits and progression
requirements)

c
c .
@ Methodology Coach supports on research methods issues
>
@
o
>
[%2]
Review Stage 1 Review Stage 2 Review Stage 3
Application & Admission
(Phase 1) (Phase 1) (Phase 2)
Research Tralnlng (mandatory/optional)
w)
L) .
E « Application documents + Extended Research * Proposed Programme . D.octoral Thesis
3 * Research Proposal & Proposal °f Research * VivaVoce
s Personal Statement * VivaVoce
= Interview
Admission Panel | | Review Panel | | Review Panel | | Assessment Panel
Q ~ 9 months* ~ 36 months* ~ 60 months*
TEJ Min. 3 years max. 7 years
=
*estimated average submission time after starting the programme (not bindingfor students). Students are flexible within the min and max duration of study.
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Students must demonstrate sufficient progress at specified checkpoints (reviews stage 1 and
stage 2). The Proposed Programme of Research and the final assessment are key milestones
for the completion of the programme.

Research training must be completed as specified in the programme handbook.

Detailed information on assignments/milestones can be found in the programme handbook.

16. Programme-specific support for learning

To support students in their learning and research on the programme, they have access to
Middlesex University’s Library resources. As Middlesex/KMU Akademie distance education
students, they may also use university (and other public) libraries in their country. Books and
journal articles which are not available in a particular university’s library can be requested by
inter-library loan at no or low cost (normally within a few days). Details and information about
the use of search engines for books and journals are provided on KMUnity and MyMDX.
Students’ learning in their assignments and communication with staff and peers, as well as
project supervision by their supervisors is supported through online technology, including the
KMUnity online-campus and KMU Akademie’s virtual classroom. To help students enhance
their skills with regard to advanced literature searching, critical literature appraisal, research
methods, research design, research ethics, academic integrity, research dissemination and
writing and editing assignments (including the thesis), assistance and support are available in
the form of online lectures, presentations and tutorials as well as materials that can be
accessed at KMUnity.

17. HECos code(s)

18. Relevant QAA subject QAA (2017) Doctoral research students: what should
benchmark(s) they expect from their academic experience?
https://www.gaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/about-us/gaa-
viewpoint-doctoral-students.pdf?sfvrsn=123df681 4

QAA (2018), UK Quality Code for Higher Education —
Chapter B11: Research Degrees
https://www.gaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/advice-and-
guidance-research-degrees.pdf

QAA (2020) Doctoral degree characteristics statement.
https://www.gaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-
code/doctoral-degree-characteristics-statement-

2020.pdf

QAA (2024) UK Quality Code for Higher Education
https://www.gaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/uk-quality-
code-for-higher-education-

2024.pdf?sfvrsn=19a5b881 32

Vitae (2025) Sector-leading Researcher Development
Framework (RDF) https://vitae.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/06/Vitae-RDF-Final-Version.pdf
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https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/advice-and-guidance-research-degrees.pdf
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https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/uk-quality-code-for-higher-education-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=19a5b881_32
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/uk-quality-code-for-higher-education-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=19a5b881_32
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/uk-quality-code-for-higher-education-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=19a5b881_32
https://vitae.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Vitae-RDF-Final-Version.pdf
https://vitae.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Vitae-RDF-Final-Version.pdf

19. University Regulations

The Middlesex University Regulations for Postgraduate Research Programmes apply to this
research programmes. There is an addendum to the regulations which explains small
modification to these regulations, which apply particularly for this programme. In addition to the
regulations there are procedural guidance for this fully distance-learning DBA programme
which also apply.

20. Reference points

QAA (2020) Doctoral degree characteristics statement.
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qgaa/quality-code/doctoral-degree-characteristics-statement-

2020.pdf

21. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of learning

See programme handbook (chapter Quality Assurance and Student Feedback)

22. Other information (if applicable)

All information including regulations and programme handbooks as well as all learning
resources and materials students need for their studies can be accessed (24/7) via KMU
Akademie’s online campus “KMUnity”.

Please note programme specifications provide a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the
learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve if they take full advantage of the
learning opportunities that are provided. More detailed information about the programme can be found in the rest of
your programme handbook and the university regulations.
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